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With a long-held desire to serve the Kent community better, the new pre-prep 
means that from September 2019 we can make our outstanding education 
available to children at the start of their formal education at 4 years. 

Pupils from Reception upwards will become part of the Wellesley family, benefiting 
from excellent teaching, a wide range of sport and extracurricular activities, supported 
by exceptional pastoral care. 

At the heart of the new pre-prep will be our values of kindness, respect, courage, 
teamwork and enjoyment, which help to foster self-confidence within our pupils whilst 
encouraging a love of learning and a strong sense of unity and an understanding 
of others. These are all vital skills that prepare our pupils not just for their time in 
education, but also in life. 

Claire and I encourage you to come and visit us so that you can see for yourself what 
makes Wellesley such a wonderful school.

Hannah joins us from Lorenden Prep School in Faversham, where she has worked 
since January 2012. 

Aside from being an active teacher, in her time at Lorenden, she was a successful Head 
of Early Years and Head of pre-prep before being promoted to Deputy Head – a role 
she fulfilled with great distinction. Hannah has excellent knowledge and experience of 
teaching and leadership in the Early Years and of Key Stage 1 and 2, as well as gaining 
invaluable insight as part of the Senior Leadership team at Lorenden.

Hannah was educated at Malvern Girls’ College, before graduating from Southampton 
University with a degree in Sociology. She also has connections to Wellesley – her 
brother James is an Old Welleslian.

Hannah and her husband Jon have 4 children and, aside from her interest in pedagogy, 
Hannah enjoys tennis, gardening, cooking, the outdoors and looking after an array of 
animals at her home.

“AT THE HEART OF THE NEW PRE-PREP WILL BE OUR VALUES OF 
KINDNESS, RESPECT, COURAGE, TEAMWORK AND ENJOYMENT”

MEET THE HEAD OF PRE-PREP
HANNAH BROWN

3

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD
GAVIN FRANKLIN



WHERE WILL THE PRE-PREP BE SITUATED?

The pre-prep school will be housed in the Junior House, 
which is being refurbished to provide modern, well-
equipped learning, creative and library spaces, all within 
a secure self-contained area. 

HOW WILL THE CHILDREN LEARN?

Pre-prep pupils will benefit from a broad, fun and 
challenging curriculum, delivered within a nurturing 
environment. The school’s grounds and proximity to the 
beach will enable beach school and outdoor learning to 
be integral to the curriculum and life of the school. In 
addition, Reception and Year 1 classes will have direct 
access to outdoor learning spaces from their classrooms 
where they can investigate, reflect and experiment.

WHAT WILL THE CURRICULUM COVER?

In Reception, the curriculum will focus on the 7 areas 
of learning, based on the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS), which recognises the importance of nurturing 
positive relationships and tailoring the environment to 
meet the needs and interests of each child. In Years 1 – 3, 
the curriculum will build on the excellent foundations laid 
in Reception and the characteristics of effective learning 
will continue to form an integral part of each child’s 
academic development, underpinning every aspect of it.

WHAT SUBJECTS WILL BE TAUGHT 
BY SPECIALIST TEACHERS? 

Core subjects (maths, english, phonics) will be taught by 
class teachers in a programmed, tailored manner, that will 
be accessible to all learning styles and abilities.  There will 
be daily phonics and reading with an adult, handwriting, 
numeracy and problem-solving, supplemented with a wide 

variety of other learning experiences to provide excellent 
foundations for future learning. Modern languages, music, 
beach school, art and physical education will be taught by 
specialist staff from the outset.

HOW WILL MUSIC BE TAUGHT?

Music will be taught by specialists.  Class music lessons will 
focus on singing and the use of instruments (percussion, 
ocarina, recorder) while individual or shared instrumental 
lessons will be available from Year 1. All pupils will be part 
of the pre-prep choir and will take part in group musical 
performances throughout the year.

HOW WILL LANGUAGES BE TAUGHT?

Modern languages will be taught from Reception by a 
subject specialist, who will use interactive activities such 
as games and music to develop speaking skills. There will 
also be opportunities to learn and experience additional 
languages through activities and events. 

HOW WILL SPORT BE TAUGHT?

All pupils in the pre-prep will be encouraged to embrace 
sport and games for all, with access to specialist staff and 
the school’s outstanding facilities and extensive grounds. 
The children will be taught basic skills and be introduced 
to a variety of sports, including football, hockey, tag rugby, 
cricket, gymnastics and tennis, as well as weekly swimming 
lessons. The large sports hall will enable year-round games 
and PE, with some timetabled physical activity every day.  
Competitive fixtures will begin from Year 3.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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WILL THERE BE LEARNING SUPPORT AVAILABLE?

Most additional support will take place in the classroom 
and will be provided by the class teacher as part of daily 
lessons. There will also be access to the prep school’s team 
of learning support, TA and EAL specialists to support 
children who may require extra help with language, 
literacy and/or numeracy skills, which would be provided 
as required on a case by case basis. 

WHAT WILL THE REQUIREMENT BE IN TERMS 
OF HOMEWORK?

All parents in the pre-prep will be encouraged to read 
to their children and listen to their children read each 
evening. Children from Year 3 will have a short prep 
session each day where they have the opportunity to 
complete homework at Wellesley before they come home. 

WHAT IS BEACH SCHOOL?

Beach school gives children the opportunity to develop 
holistically and encourages an individual’s mental, 
physical, social, emotional and spiritual growth. Beach 
school is learner centred with an emphasis on reflection 
and review; it is also an opportunity for safe risk-taking. 

From running free along the beach, making fires to toast 
marshmallows on, mark making in the sand with sticks, 
bird watching, tracking animals’ footprints, jumping over 
the waves, exploring crabs’ habitats to watching the 
local wind turbines work, the beach provides a wealth of 
learning opportunities.

WHAT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES WILL BE ON OFFER?

A structured programme of activities and clubs (e.g. arts 
and crafts, ball games, cooking, gardening, ICT, drama and 
musical ensembles) will be available from Year 1. All pupils 
will be able to stay for after school club until 6pm (and 
supper is included).

“FROM RUNNING FREE ALONG THE BEACH, TO WATCHING THE 
LOCAL WIND TURBINES WORK, THE BEACH PROVIDES A WEALTH OF 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES”
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PASTORAL CARE

At Wellesley House, every child matters and the happiness 
and well-being of our pupils is of paramount importance. 
A happy child is a productive child and it is the duty of 
all staff to help ensure that every pupil feels safe, secure 
and well cared for, and engages positively with the world 
around them. In the pre-prep, the focal point for each 
child and parent will be the class teacher, who will also 
take the leading pastoral role and monitor pupil progress 
and well-being closely, in conjunction with the Head of 
pre-prep, the Headmaster’s wife and the Headmaster. 
Medical and first aid needs will be attended to in the pre-
prep school, where staff will be paediatric first aid trained. 
Further support will be available through our school 
medical team, manned daily by our registered nurses, 
supported by our matrons.

COMMUNITY & CHARITY

Pre-prep pupils will benefit from the multitude of learning 
opportunities available on our doorstep, by way of regular 
opportunities for visits, trips and events that link with the 
local community. Wellesley House also has a very strong 
school community that the pre-prep children will become 
part of, both in terms of their membership of one of the 
school’s four “sets” and participation in services both for 
assemblies and Chapel at key moments of the year (e.g. 
Harvest Festival, Christmas, Easter and Remembrance 
Day). All children who enter the pre-prep will have a buddy 
in the prep school who they will have opportunities to 
meet with on a regular basis. Pre-prep pupils and families 
will also be invited to engage with fundraising initiatives 
run by the school throughout the year, for example, to 
support pupil-chosen charities.

COMMUNITY & CARE

“AT WELLESLEY HOUSE, EVERY CHILD MATTERS AND THE HAPPINESS 
AND WELL-BEING OF OUR PUPILS IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE”
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WHAT IS THE UNIFORM?

The current school uniform of polo shirt, grey shorts/trousers and navy 
jumper will be worn by boys and polo shirt, pinafore and navy cardigan will 
be worn by girls from Reception to Year 2. For sport, the children will wear 
a polo shirt, tracksuit bottoms or navy short/skort and a Wellesley House 
hoody. Each child will have their own Wellesley House kit bag, swimming bag 
and book bag. Uniform can be purchased from the school’s uniform supplier 
Billings & Edmonds.

WHERE WILL PRE-PREP PUPILS HAVE LUNCH?

Food at Wellesley is prepared on site by our caterers and is of a very high 
standard, with healthy eating a key focus. As well as catering for allergies 
and most dietary requirements, our caterers provide a varied, delicious and 
nutritious menu. Break time snacks will be provided in the pre-prep school.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR TRANSITION TO THE PREP SCHOOL?

There is an expectation that children attending the pre-prep will wish to 
transfer to the prep school at Year 4 (8+) and that most, if not all, will do so. 
The curriculum in the pre-prep school will ensure that the transition to the 
prep school will be smooth and efficient, with no academic lag: children will 
be ready to take full advantage of all that the prep school has to offer from 
their very first day in Year 4. 

Reception - 8.40am - 3.15pm
Years 1 & 2 - 8.40am - 3.30pm

Year 3 - 8.40am - 4.15pm

Children can be dropped at school 
from 8am and may stay until 6pm

SCHOOL DAY

Reception - £2975 per term
Year 1 - £3250 per term
Year 2 - £3250 per term
Year 3 – £3750 per term

FEES

4+ (Reception) entry 
5+ (Year 1) entry
6+ (Year 2) entry 
7+ (Year 3) entry

SEPTEMBER 2019 PLACES

After registering, your child will be invited to visit Wellesley for a taster day. Children entering 
Reception and future Welleslians aged 2+ are invited to our weekly Stay and Play sessions on a 

Friday afternoon between 2pm and 3.15pm, in the Summer term.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MRS GERALDINE BAIRD, HEAD OF ADMISSIONS:
01843 862991 | admissions@wellesleyhouse.net 

REGISTRATION

PRACTICAL MATTERS
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“WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO COME AND VISIT US SO THAT YOU CAN SEE FOR 
YOURSELF WHAT MAKES WELLESLEY SUCH A WONDERFUL SCHOOL”




