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Headmaster’s welcome

Welcome to a snapshot of life at Wellesley. I hope this prospectus gives you a sense of the warm 
and inspiring atmosphere at the school.

We firmly believe that children who are happy and inspired succeed. Our broad curriculum, 
exceptional pastoral care and nurturing environment are designed to foster the individual 
strengths of every pupil. Our aim is to develop a love of learning in our pupils and academic 
success is a priority. We offer small classes and superb facilities, supported by a team of talented 
and dedicated staff.  

However, a Wellesley education is much more than what is learned in the classroom. Pupils are 
encouraged to experience a wide array of sporting and creative activities, push themselves and 
take a few risks. This helps them to develop vital life skills and ignite passions, so that by the time 
our pupils move on to their senior school they are fully prepared to deal with the opportunities 
and challenges that lie ahead.

Claire and I encourage you to come and visit us, so that you can see for yourself what makes 
Wellesley such a wonderful school.  

- Gavin Franklin
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The Franklin family
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From broad stairs to the stars...
An exceptional prep school for children aged between 4 and 13, 
offering day, weekly, flexi and full boarding, located in the seaside 
resort of Broadstairs in Kent.
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Open up a world of possibilities...

KINDNESS  |  COURAGE  |  RESPECT  |  TEAMWORK  |  ENJOYMENT

These values are at the heart of everything we do, and they permeate throughout our community. 

The quality and breadth of education provided at Wellesley opens up a world of possibilities for 
our pupils. Everyone is encouraged to participate in a wide array of extra-curricular activities and 
sports, with an emphasis on building resilience and self-confidence.  

The children are also encouraged to contribute to the wider community through building links, 
helping people, and raising money for charity. As a charitable trust, Wellesley does not operate 
for profit, and we provide scholarships and bursaries to widen access to all that we offer.
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“Wellesley has given me so many opportunities - the 
drama, the sports, the activities, the music, the teachers - 

in fact, I love everything about Wellesley!” 
- A PUPIL
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Beside the seaside
Wellesley is located in the quintessentially British seaside town of Broadstairs, famed for its Victorian architecture and beautiful 
white cliff-edged sandy beaches, and for being the home of Charles Dickens. The Victorians recognised the health benefits of 
being by the sea and we fully endorse this thinking, incorporating the local beaches into the curriculum via our beach club.  

Children get the chance to have lots of traditional seaside fun whilst learning about marine life and bio-diversity. Every 
Wednesday afternoon after matches, the local ice cream parlour overlooking Broadstairs beach becomes a magnet for 

Welleslians and their parents, enjoying the range of legendary ice creams on offer.
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“The ultimate seaside school.”
- TATLER GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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“Wellesley has given me confidence and independence in all that I do. It 
has given me the opportunity to meet new people, make new friends and 
explore new things that I would never be able to do at any other school.”
- A PUPIL
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Happy and healthy
We are committed to promoting a healthy lifestyle. All our food is freshly cooked and prepared on site and we 
only use quality ingredients, with lots of fresh fruit and vegetables delivered daily, and meat from a reputable 

local butcher. Meal times are sociable and lively, and good manners are always promoted.

Our PSHE programme is designed to help our pupils build relationships and prepare them for the responsibility 
and challenges of adult life. This work is further reinforced by pupil-led assemblies and our tutorial programme.

Pupil well-being is paramount. We have a team of trained nurses on hand, and the children have access to a 
school counsellor should they need any emotional support.
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Inspiring excellence

Developing a love of learning in our pupils and academic success are priorities. Pupils benefit 
from small classes, an imaginative and full curriculum and wonderful facilities.

Every child is kept informed of their progress and effort throughout the term and our 
tutoring system supports and helps them to identify where they can make improvements. If 
additional educational support need is identified, we have a strong support team on hand, 
and extra tuition can be provided for those who require it. 

Pupils are prepared for entry into their senior schools via the ISEB pre-test, Common 
Entrance, Kent Test/11+ and Scholarship routes. Our results are excellent, and our pupils 
gain entry to a variety of prestigious schools, with a number winning scholarships each year.
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“Wellesley has transformed my son in his first term. He now wants to learn without any 
prompting, and is excited by maths, French, English and chess. He is also engaged in 

football, cricket, rugby and golf, bringing home boundless enthusiasm.”
- A PARENT
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Hitting the right note
Music is studied as part of our curriculum and our pupils are encouraged to perform, listen and 
respond to music in all its forms. We have an excellent chapel choir who, as well as singing in the 
school chapel each week, sing in local parishes and Canterbury Cathedral. Our choral reputation is 

strong – and the choir has recently sung overseas in world famous churches in Rome and Venice.

Our ‘music for all’ philosophy allows pupils to perform in assemblies, concerts, plays and other school 
events throughout the year. Children can learn a broad selection of instruments, as well as music 

technology, and our pupils regularly win music scholarships and awards to their senior schools.
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Acting up
Every child gets the chance to shine on the stage in a variety of productions 

ranging from full scale musicals to shorter and more relaxed form plays.

We stage two musical productions each year, as well as the legendary form 
plays, which involve many of the children in the school. Over the years, we 
have acquired a reputation for the professionalism and high standards of our 

performances, which provide significant opportunities for all our pupils.
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“I love the art and drama - there are 
so many opportunities and the plays 

are always such brilliant fun!”
- A PUPIL
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“A small and extraordinarily caring prep school with traditional 
values, which produces self-assured and considerate children 

who go on to schools all over the country.”
- GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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A sporting chance
Sport is fundamental to life at Wellesley, and every pupil participates in games several times 
each week. Children learn vital life skills, as well as the importance of physical fitness. Our pupils 
are encouraged to develop their sporting skills across a wide range of sports, supported by our 

passionate and qualified coaches, and many develop a love of sport that lasts a lifetime.  

In addition to our beautifully prepared playing fields, tennis and netball courts, a sports hall and 
dance studio, we are fortunate to benefit from two squash courts, an indoor swimming pool, 
putting green and rifle shooting range. We also have close links with Royal St George’s Golf Club, 
and our pupils are coached by the Club’s professional and get the opportunity to play golf on 

this world renowned links course.
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“The sport is amazing - in fact, I get 
to play every day and I love it!”
- A PUPIL
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“Wellesley gave us an array of sports to experience, and gave us the 
support and encouragement to pursue our dreams. For me it was cricket; 
and the foundation I was given in terms of advice, encouragement and 
opportunity, was outstanding. I remain thankful to this day.”

- OLD WELLESLIAN AND EX ENGLAND CRICKET PLAYER
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Teamwork
As well as individual responsibility, our pupils learn the benefits and enjoyment of selflessly 
pulling together for a common cause on the sports pitch, as well as learning how to win, and 
lose, graciously. There is a strong cricketing heritage at Wellesley, and both boys and girls play.  

Wellesley’s sporting credentials are strong, and many pupils win sports scholarships to leading 
senior schools. Amongst our alumni there are a number of Welleslians who have gone on to 
become professional cricketers playing at both national and county level, Olympic medallists and 

other elite performers in their chosen sports.
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A place for fun and games

Learning comes in many shapes and sizes at Wellesley. Our pupils benefit from 
participating in a variety of diverse activities and clubs such as chess and cooking, 

squash and skateboarding, and photography and painting.

The children regularly visit local cultural and historical places of interest, and, with our 
proximity to France, day trips to Calais are always popular. Every weekend, activities 
are arranged for the pupils staying in school, such as go-karting, bubble football, 

visits to local cinemas and theatres, as well as our famous Saturday night BBQs.
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A home from home...

“The quality of the boarding experience is excellent and 
fully supports the ethos of the school that success follows 
success, whether in or outside the classroom, and occurs 

naturally in pupils who are happy and motivated.”
- ISI REPORT

Boarding has always been at the heart of Wellesley, and it underpins 
the family nature of the school. Social media and video games are 
swapped for watching movies, hot chocolate before bedtime, playing 
board games and having fun with friends.

Boarding can be full, weekly, flexi or occasional to suit the needs of 
the pupils and parents. Day pupils also benefit from the boarding 
ethos of the school, including an extended school day and prep 
being done at school.

Many staff members live onsite with their families and dogs, creating 
a warm, family-orientated atmosphere. Also, pupils in their final year 
at the school are invited to the popular Franklin suppers, where they 
dine with the Headmaster and his wife in their private dining room 
on a Wednesday evening.
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“The boarding provision at 
Wellesley is excellent.”

- ETON HOUSEMASTER
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We are great advocates of the benefits of boarding, as it helps children to build their 
independence and self-confidence in a happy and safe environment, preparing them for 
what lies ahead when they move to their senior schools. It also provides opportunities to 

build social skills and foster lifelong friendships.

The boys board in the main school. They have homely dormitories and their own common 
room where they can hang out, play games and watch TV in the evening. A live-in houseparent 

oversees the boys’ well-being, supported by a team of matrons and trained nurses.
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Girls board at The Orchard which is located across the playing fields from the main school. It has a special 
atmosphere where friendships flourish. The girls have their own common room and get to enjoy the 

benefits of private gardens and a library. 

They are looked after by live-in houseparents, and they have their own dedicated team of matrons.
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“The boarding is great. You meet so many new 
people and I have made friends with people from

different places around the world.”
- A PUPIL
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“I simply adored my time at Wellesley. With brilliant friends and supportive and nurturing 
teachers, I was able to grow and develop the confidence that I believe allowed me to dream 
big. Looking back, I believe we all felt like we belonged to something very special.”
- OLD WELLESLIAN AND OLYMPIC MODERN PENTATHLON MEDALLIST
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We hope that the opportunities provided at Wellesley ignite, instil and develop passions in 
our pupils: in the classroom, on the games field, in the creative arts and in their free time.

Our staff are encouraged to show their passion for the school in delivering their best for 
our pupils. Their commitment, professionalism and encouragement help the children to 

behave in the best possible way at all times, and to attain remarkable achievements.

Igniting passions
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“The quality of pupils’ achievements is excellent overall, in line with 
the school’s aim to allow all pupils to feel valued within an environment 

of high expectation, and where they can develop skills, attitudes and 
knowledge through the diversity of a broadly based curriculum.”

- ISI REPORT
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Creating, making & painting

Creativity is encouraged and children get the opportunity to express themselves 
in a variety of media including paint, textiles, clay, three-dimensional print, collage 
and graphics. At the heart of each project is drawing, and pupil art work is featured 
prominently around the school, and one child’s painting is chosen each half term to 
hang in the Headmaster’s study.

As well as learning practical skills, we encourage pupils to be curious, and to express 
their ideas. Our ultimate aim is to teach our pupils to challenge boundaries and think 
about solving problems in a creative and imaginative way.
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“The high quality art work around the school highlights pupils’ 
fascination with the process of creating an original piece of art, 

and their obvious pride and enjoyment in the result.”
- ISI REPORT
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Preparing for the future
Our STEAM subject curriculum is designed to instil an appreciation of science 
and technology and how it affects their personal future and the future of the 
wider community. As part of this programme of learning, we have links with 
partner schools through the British Council’s ‘International School Award’, 
which allows children to share their experimental findings with similar aged 

children at overseas schools. 

We interweave the National Curriculum with the ISEB Common Entrance 
syllabus. However, our primary aim is to ensure that pupils view the ‘process’ 
of science as a means to understand themselves, their environment and their 

place in the universe, rather than purely as a means to pass exams.
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“Hello Wellesley House, this is the 
International Space Station.”

- TIM PEAKE VIA A RADIO LINK-UP FROM THE ISS
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“Wellesley has given me the opportunity to make great 
friends – not just through the daily school life, but through 
the boarding as well. It is such a special place.”
- A PUPIL
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Lifelong friends
Wellesley’s history goes back to 1866, and the Wellesley community extends far and 
wide. The affection in which the school is held by Old Welleslians is extraordinary, as is 
the strength of the enduring friendships forged by pupils during their time at the school.

Old Welleslians are regularly invited to visit the school, participate in events and keep in 
touch via the school magazine, and online via the Old Welleslian Facebook page.
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“It is remarkable how from half a century ago I still retain friendships with fellow pupils from 
Wellesley. I have had a life in sport and my passion has always been the team element, which I 

first learned at Wellesley. I remember as clearly as if it was yesterday the thrill of school matches 
and being made to learn the value of winning the right way. I know Wellesley is continuing to 

uphold these values, which are so crucial to develop the minds of their school children.”

- OLD WELLESLIAN AND EX ENGLAND CRICKET CAPTAIN
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Getting here

By train - Broadstairs is served by the high-speed train service from London St Pancras, with a 
journey time of one hour and fifteen minutes.

Bus routes – we operate a number of bus routes:

For day pupils - we run daily bus routes to Margate, Canterbury, Sandwich, Whitstable and the 
surrounding villages.

For boarders – we operate bus transfers for boarders on exeat weekends and at half-term to and 
from Battersea Park in London, Charing, Benenden and the M2 services in Kent.

Wellesley House
114 Ramsgate Road

Broadstairs
Kent

CT10 2DG

T: +44 (0)1843 862991

E: admissions@wellesleyhouse.net

Wellesley House School is the trading name of Wellesley House and St Peter’s Court Educational Trust Limited a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and is a Registered Charity. Charity No. 307852, Company No. 859223.

We encourage you to come and visit us so that you can see for yourself what 
makes Wellesley such a wonderful school. 
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“We love the ‘family feel’ and friendliness of the school 
and how it has motivated our children.”

- A PARENT


